
IT’S THE LAW!
SC Title 56 Chapter 2 Article 1 Low Speed vehicles

Here are some things to know:
Trying to avoid a DUI? Better find a designated driver or walk home. According to South Carolina state law, it’s illegal to operate a 

golf cart while under the influence.
How old do you have to be? In South Carolina, drivers must be at least 16 years old and have a valid driver’s license.
Do you have to register the cart? Golf carts must be registered and permitted. These permits must be renewed every five years, 

according to the South Carolina Department of Transportation. Permits can be purchased at any SCDMV office. Owners must fill 
out a registration form, provide a valid driver’s license and pay a $5 fee.

What about insurance? Golf cart owners must have liability insurance if they want to drive on the road. Proof of insurance is also 
required to obtain a permit from the DMV.
Once a permit is obtained, golf carts can be driven:
During daylight hours only.
On secondary streets with speed limits lower than 35 mph within four miles of the registered address.
On secondary street with speed limits lower than 35 mph within four miles of a point of ingress or egress to a gated community.
On an island not accessible by bridge for normal motor vehicles.
While golf carts are supposed to remain on roads with a speed limit under 35 mph, drivers are allowed to use intersections to 
cross streets where the speed limit is higher.
When driving a golf cart on a public street or highway, the driver must carry:
 Their driver’s license.
 Proof of liability insurance.
 The SCDMV registration certificate.
Golf cart drivers should follow traffic laws when driving on the street — stay off the sidewalks, stop at stop signs and stop lights, 
and drive on the right side of the road.
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